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TWIGGS COUNTY 

.Area: 423 square miles; 270,720 acres. 

Periodically overflowed and permanent swamp land : 
I I 

Length Acres Total STREAMS affected per 
miles mile acres 

Ocmulgee River 4 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 • •••••••••••••••• 0. 19 1,000 19,000 
Flat Creek ............ ., ....................... 14 100 1,400 
Savage Creek ............ 0 ............ 0 ........ 11 100 1,100 
.Shells tone Creek 

. 
8 50 400 • ••• ............ 0 ••••••• ........ 

Rocky Creek ••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••• 0. 3 120· 360 
Palmetto Creek •••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 8 120 960 
Big Sandy Creek .................. 0 •••••••••• 10 160 1,600 
Other streams ••••••• 0 ........................ . . . .. 1,500 

Total . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. •.• ..... . ......... 26,320 

Percentage of county needing drainage ...................... 9.7% 

Several thousand acres of limesink ponds and 

depressions need underdrainage, making ...... 4.3 %=11,640 acres 

Total percentage, all classes, needing drainage, approx. 14% 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . =37,960 

UNION COUNTY 

Area: 325 square miles; 208,000 acres. 

Practically all of the streams in Union County are in good condi

tion and rarely overflow. Probably 2,000 acres, 1,000 over, 1,000 un

derdrainage, or 1% of the entire county would be benefited by drain-
age; 

" 
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tr PSON COUNTY 

Area: 310 squar.e miles; 19S1400 acres. 
P erioi!Jicazty overfl'bwed wrf;(J; fJeriiuiiritent sWump ·larbd : 

l,engtl;l 
· affectea 

miles 

F1i:it1;' :River ......... · ....................... . 40 
31;2 

3~ 

T-lir'kt?y· Creek .............................. . 
sii~~~rd <JreEik .............................. ' 
:Pbt:ato Creek .............................. . 18 

4 
jl: 

T~fi· Mile Oi'Mk ...•.......................... -
'"'\o:?~i. . ~ . 

Brus1n 1Creek .... · ........................... . 
8 

11 
w&inble Ore:e:k ............................. . 
swi£1 Cl'eek ............................... . 
Tobier Creek ................................ 18 

Oc:iiiue·nee Creek ............................ . 15 

W·olf Creek ...............•......... · ....... · 4 

Acres 
per 

mil«:: 

50 
60 
50 
70 
60. 

6D 
'f(j. 

<10'' 
75 

(50% cui.) 
ioo 

(25%eul.) 
60 

Total 
acres 

2,000 
210 
175 

1,260 
240 
-24!J 
5'60 
660 

1,350 

1,500 

240 

Total ............. ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -8,435 
- r·,L: _, .·' !-· ,_ .. ,<.\ .o 1 J. . .<-_, ,.,. _ .• ;.~~t-.t'_:- 1 ,: •:•<l'-:.:. ,·,_, i-<.'::•·cA.'F·,~-''~''-

_ Percentage of couilty n"~~d'ink' ·ar~illa~e·· ......... : ........... 4.3% 

WALKER COUNTY 

Area : 434 .square miles; 277,7 60 acres. 
Periodically overflowed or meadow land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 8,640 acres 
w·Eit grazing land ....................... : ......... , ..... : . . . . . 2,624 '' 

Totai ................................ 11,264i acres 
;?e:m~entage of county needing drainage ... , . : ...... : . ....... 4.5% 

.. 
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WALTON COUNTY 

Area : 366 square miles; 234,240 acres. 

Periodicatly overflowed and perma;nent swamp land: 

Length Acres Total STREAMS affected per 
miles mile acres 

Alcovy River ~ ..... 0 0 •••• 0 ............... 0 •••• 0 22 pockets ' 2,000 
Big Flat Creek • 0 ...... 0 0 •••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••••••• 17 pockets 600 

'' " " East Fork 7 30 210 •• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 

Little Haynes ·Creek ••••••• 0 ..... 0 .... 0 •••• 0 0. 0 13 40 520 
Gum Greek ............... 0 .................... 6 75 450 
Appalachee River (Co. line) ••• 0 ........ 0 ••• 21 40 840 
Long Greek ............ 0 0 0 ••• 0 •••••• ' ........ 0. 11 60 660 
Shoal Creek (Co. line) ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 7 75 525 
Beaver Dam Creek • ' •••• 0. 0. 0 ............. 0 •• 7 75 525 

Total • • • • 0 ••••• 0 ••• •••• 0 0 ••• • • 0 ••••• 0 6,330 
-
Percentage of county needing drainage ..................... 2.7% 

1,000 acres on Jacks Creek has been drained. 

WARE COUNTY 1 

Area: 676 square miles; 432,640 acres. 
Permanent swamp land ....................... · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86,000 acres 
Periodically overflowed land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,600 '' 
Wet grazing land ........................................... 250,000 '' 

Total ............................... 346,600 acres 

Percentage of county needing drainage ...................... 80% 

-! 

' 

lTbis :includes the Waycross Area, U. S. Soil Survey. 
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WARREN COUNTY 

.Area : 298 square miles ; 190,720 acres. 
P eriodioally overflowed and· permanent sw&inP, · tand: 

· STREAMS 
Length Acres Total affectea· per 
miles mile acres 

Williams Creek · ........................... . 12 4(:) 480 
Little -Creek ............................... . 81 70 560 
Car,son Creek .............................. . 4 75 300 
Hart ·Oreek .. , .............................. · 12 40 ·480 
Middle Creek ...................•........... :· 10 55 550 
Big- Briar ;Creek ............................ . 18 90· ' 1,62'0· 

" H '' (Co. line) ................. . 4 45. 180 
Little River ........... · ...................... . 2 90·' 180 

'' '' (~o. line) ....................... . 8 45 360 
Reedy Creek ........ · ................•........ 7 70· 490 
Rocky Comfort Creek ........ , .•...... , .... . 18 40 720 
Whetstone , Creek ........................... . 6 60 360 
Long C.reek .............. • ................. . .25 50 1,250 
Ogeechee River (Co. line) ................... ·· 18 . 90 1,620 
Red Lick -Greek .... .- ........ : .........•... , .. ,,- 6 90 540 
Wheeler Creek ............................. . 5 60 300 
Other streams ............. ~ ........ .-· ....... . 1,000 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ · .·. . . • . . . . 1Q;99'0 

Percentage of .county needing drainage J •••••••••••• • •••• ;.; •• 5.7% 
WASIDNGTON COUNTY 

.Area:· 680 square miles; 435,200 acres. 
Permanent swamp land ........................................ 32,000 acres 
Periodically overflowed land ...... : ............ , .............. .40,000 " 
Land needing underdrainage ................................. 181650 " 

Total ................................ 9>0,650 acres 

Percentage of county needing drainage ..................... 20.9% 

WAYNE COUNTY 

Area: 766 square miles; 490,240 acres. 
Permanent swamp land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1510GQ acres 
.?eriodically overflowed land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 30,000 '' 
Wet grazing land ........................................... 210,00(} '' 

Total ......... , ...........•......... 2iia,OUO acres 

Percentage of comity needing. draina.g~ ........ , .............. a2% 
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WEBSTER COUNTY 

Area: 227 square miles; 145,280 acres. 

P e?-iodicaUy overflowed and perma;nent swamp land : 

Length Acres I 
STREAMS affected per 

1. 

Total 
miles mile acre:;; 

I I 
Kinehafoonee Creek ............................. 20 . .. 7,400 
Aeconahaehee Creek ........................... 7 . .. 1,600 
Sokesohatobee Greek ............................ 4lh . .. 1,200 
Loohonee, Oreek • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • 0 •••••••••• 12 ... 4,000 
Slaughter Creek .......................... 0 .... 3 . .. 300 
Other streams ................................ 30 . .. 1,500 

- I Total • • • • • • • • 0 •••••• ......... . ........ 16,000 

Percentage of county needmg dra:inage ....................... 11% 

WHEELER COUNTY 

Included in Montgomery County from which it was created. 

WHITE COUNTY 

Area : 243 square miles; 155,520 acres. 

The majority of the stream bottom land in White County is in good 

condition and is rarely overflowed. Probably 3,000 acres or 2% of the 

entire county is :in need of, or would be benefited by, surface or under

drainage. Extensive tile drainage systems have been installed by Dr. 

L. 'G. Hardman :in the Nacoochee Valley. 
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Area: 2B5 ·square miles) 1.£2lrDO acres. 

PeriodicaWy over,;fti'iwtJd· filnil;--permoAi'i3nt ~11famp Ja,nd ~ 

Length Acres Total attected per 
miles mile acres 

Conasauga River (Co. line) ................. . 45 100 4,500 
B·e·at C:i:eek . ~ ............................... · 6 60 360 
Swamp Creek .......•....................... 5 80 400 

'Total .... • ......... . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 5;260 
Land needing underdrainage ... ; ............ . ......... . . . .. .. , . ·-· SjOOO 

_ ...... __ _ Total , . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. .. . .. ....... · 10,'260 

Bereentag.e of coun-ty needin,g· 'dor:~f:rrll!ge .·~ .. · ......•. , • , • , ... , . 5Ji.% 

WILCOX COUNTY 

Area : 473 square miles,; ~02-, 720 acres. 

Periodically >o.verfZ-ow·ed artii ... tju3rman'ent swamp land: 

Oemulgee River . : ~ ...... · .............• · .... . 
Fbl'som:s· · ·dre·~k · •.....•............ ~ ........... . 
G~ht· .. Swamp Creek .. , ............ , ........ .. 
H~ns~ ·Creek ................................ · ' 
Aliitpana' :Ri¥er ............................. . 
T·f:i)Jlitary of Allapaha River ..............•.. 
Double Run Greek ......... · ............. · .. 
Limesink ·Creek .....................•....... 
Cedar -Creek ....... -.............. · ..... · .... . 
Ot·her streams ............................. . 

39 
20 
15 
30 
20 
22 
8 
6; 

12 

Acres 
P,er 
illite 

600 
1-® 
160 
rio 
300 
16(} 
160 

'(O 
300 

Total 
acres 

~3,400 
·S)2oo 
-~_,400 

33601 

' 61ooo· 
3,520 
1,280 

420 
3,600 
2,000 

Total ............. · .................... 49,120 

Percentage of county needing drainage ..................... 16.2% 

WILKES COUNTY 

Area: 501 square miles; 320,640 acres.· 
Permanent swamp land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000 acres 
Periodically overflowed land ............................... · .15,000 '' 

'Dotal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -20.1000 acres 

; Percentage of county needing drainage ..................... 6.2%' 
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WILR.CNSON COUNTY 

.Area: 431 square miles; 275,840 acres. 

Periodically overflowed and permanent swamp land: 

I 
I 

Length 

I 
Acres Total STREAMS I affected per 

' acres 
' miles mile 
·, I I 

Oconee River ••••••• 0 ••• 0. 0 ........... 0 •••••• 26 700 18,200 
Black Creek ••• 0 ........... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. 30 70 2,100 
Commissioners Creek . . . . . . ................ 0 ...... 37 240 8,880 
Big Sandy Greek 0 ................. 0 ..... 0 ....... 33 80 2,640 
Maiden Oreek •••••••••• 0 .............. 0 •• 0 15 50 750 
Qeda.r Creek •••••• 0 ........................ 0 0 ••• 9 60 540 
Palmetto Creek • 0 0 •••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••• 0. 8 60 480 
Other streams 0 •••••••• 

0
• 0 ••••••••••••••••• . . . . 2,000 

Total • • • • .. • 0. 0 •• 0 •• •• 0 •• . . . . • ••••• 0 •• 35,590 

Percentage of county needing drainage ..................... 12.9%. 

WORTH COUNTY 

.Area: 604: square miles; 386,560 ·acres. 

Periodically overflowed and permanent swamp land: 
' 

STREAMS 
Length Acres 
affected per 

miles mile 

Swift Creek ............................... . 12 70 
Jones ·Greek ....................... · ........ . 7 130 
Abrams Creek 10 130 
Daniels Greek ............................. . 8 60 
Warrior Oreek ........................... . 34 1610 
Ho.rse Creek ........................ · ....... . 12 80 
Ty Ty and Little Creeks .................... . 21 130 
Mill Creek .............. · ................ · .. 8 70 
Other streams ............................. . . . . .. 
Ponds ..................................... . . . . .. 

Wet grazing land .......................... . 

Total needing drainage .. · ....... . 

Total 
acres 

840 
910 

1,300 
480 

5,440 
960' 

2,730 
560 

2,000 
2,000 

17,220 
4o,ooo 
57,220 

-----------------------------~--~------~------~----
Percentage of county needing drainage ..................... 14.8 ro 
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SUMMARY FOR STATE 

. 
Periodically C>ver:flowe'd and Permanent Swamp La.nd ... . 

Periodically Swamp Land ........................... . 
W .et ·Grazing Land ................... : ............... . 

·Acres 

3,151,172 

627,969 
3,591,666 

Land Needing Under drainage ........................ · . , Ji)PJR~21 

Tidal Marsh Land ~ .................................. ·~:·§·5~'~30 

Total Needing Drainage .......................... 7,919,469 

ABSTRACT OF DRAINAGE LAW IN GEORGIA2 

(.As passed in Laws o£1911 and amended in Laws of 19Ul a~d 1917.~ 

BY 

H. S. Yohe, Expert on Dralinage Organrizatio.n,. 
Office of Pub~ic Roads Olfl;d R1J_.ro;l Engineering, U. 8. Depar'tment of 

Agriculture. 

Section one of.th.e. draillflge law creates. a ,Court composed of the 
. . .. , -~- _ ·! ~:-: --~·- . ~~·::.~.·i.· .... ·li:.._· .... ,.f/.~.,.::_,,·; (). _J;~_,~~-~,·s~-:.:;~·~'<. ,~~><\-~ ·---~~~-~; .. :\ .~: 

Clerk of the Superior Court ann the :Bci~i'(t of t}ommission:ers of Roads 

and Revenu~s, or if .there be no such Board, .t'.h:~ii the..O~din.ary of the 

cohn,ty, with authority to establish levee and drai~a:g,e districts. When 

the; landowners desire to form a levee or drainage district of any par

ticular land a petition, signed either by a majority of the, landowners 

liVing in the proposed district or by the owners of three-fifthS· ·of all 

t4e. land, is filed with the·. Clerk of the Superior Court of any county 

iri which part of the land is located. This petition must describe the 
land tb be ~eluded in the district in such manner ~s to gi:ye a clear 
idea of its location. It also must set forth that the land is too wet for 

cultivation and that the public health and welfare will be promoted by 
a system of drainage. Accompanying the petition must be a bond ac- . 

ceptable to the Clerk of the Court, to cover all costs i:n,case.th'e request 

1 This figure is not complete as the amotitrt of la:i:td needing unde:tdrainage 
was not estimated for all countieS', 

2B~hetin No. 25-Drainage Investigation in Georgia, issued by the State 
Geological Survey, contains a copy or the drainage law but not the amend
ments recently enacted. 
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of the petitioners is not approved. To the landowners who have not 

joined in the petition the Clerk of the Court must issue a summons no

tifying them that the petition has been filed. 

On the day when the summons is returned, the Clerk of the Court 

appoints a Board of Viewers composed of a civil and drainage engi

neer -and two resident owners of real property of the county. It is 

the duty of this board to examine the lands described in the petition 

with ayiew to determining the most practicable route, and to return to 

the Clerk of the Court within thirty days a written report setting 

forth: 

1. Whether or not the proposed drainage is practicable. 
2. iWhether it will bene:fit the public health, or any public highway, or be 

conducive to the general welfare of the community. 
3. W·hether the improvement proposed will in fact bene:fit the lands sought 

to be bene:fited. 
4. Whether or not all the lands that are bene:fited are included in the pro

posed drainage district. 

With this report must be filed a map showing the locations of the 

proposed improvements and thelands that will be affected. 

If the findings of the Board of Viewers are not favorable to the 

formation of the district, and if the Court shall approve such find

ings, the. petition must be dismissed. However, if their findings are 

favorable and the Court shall agree, then a day for further hearing 

on the findings of the Board of Viewers is set. Notice of this hearing 

must be given by publication for two consecutive weeks in a newspa

per of general circulation, and by posting a notice at the courthouse 

and at five conspicuous places in the district. At least fifteen days 

rriust intervene between the date of publication and posting of notice, 

and the date set for the hearing. To landowners not residing in the 

district, written notice must be sent at least thirty days before the 

hearing. 

At the hearing the Court passes upon any objections that may be 

offered to the report of the Board of Viewers. If any lands have been 

included which in the opinion of the Court will not receive benefit -from 
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;the pveposed: imprbNements_,,ithey' are ,e~clude:d:;· and if f.lillY l1J,P.~.s which 

will be: benefited, aile not included the boundaries of the distract ar.e ex-t . . . . . - .. . .. ... . .. . . . . . .. ... . .. .. ... ' ... .,. . . . 

tended so as to include the:Q:J., At the close ·of the,he&;r-iug if 1rb.e. C.ourt 

.decide~ that a drainage district will be. to the inte.:cest of all affected, 

it,deel&res•a·,aistri.et· established and'@ive.s :it ·a name or number.. Any 

;p:epts.on w'ho&eels that 4is·la:!'td.$ should :not be incLuded in the district 
mit:fi· ~anp:eal to the Superior Court of the county. 

M.ter the district is declared established ·the report of the. :Board 

,of Viewe:rs is referred back to them with instructions· to m_&ke a 

complete survey and plans for the necessary improvements; and report 

to the Court. For :pl~~!~g .. tlf.,e, :~NJ:-Y:ey -~J1;e ;Bq~A<l-9~ V'i~yve±s art}! au
-th6rclz'etl'to .employ stitili· a~s1sH.titts' a~ may b'e.liec~s§a'ry. 

If lands ueeded for carryili.g ·otJ.t.the ;gt~~ eEI,n.;··p~it b,e secured by 

purchase or gift, the district has the power to condemn such lands in a 

mrenner as is providecfiB> 01Yapter 9 ·or ilJ!e·19i0 Oode. 

It is the duty of the :Bqard of Viewer& 'to determ1ne and assess all 

.a:~tbiages 'wh:~en may b~ cTa~nrea~c'afid 'li:rl1'€~s}sU:u~;;1~I~iili:s :itre niad~, no 

dafu.ages. will'iJJ'~ :paid. 'f·his-·bo·mrd ·alse ·eiatr.liE:es~:B:IFiai(9.''if{fue·•<iJistrict 

a'h~ cla~si:figg:·iif~ccording to benefit it will ree~i-ve by-~ the ~ons'trl:letion 
.offi\iffne' lfupr:<»;;eme:rlt, consideratio~· beilig ·given to>fllie · d~~~'e .·cil: ·wetness 

•of :the ·tand, its 'proximity to the ditch or natural outlet, and flerti1ity 

.q£·4ilie ''soil/ The:'l&nd~ receiving the. grerutes.t amoli11t of· benefit are 

r3\teei. '~ Class .A? ' ' the nex.t·:nigJiest ' ' Class B, ' ' the' next highest· ''Class 

'0/1 ·the .next highest '''Glass D/' and that receiving the least benefit 

·''~Glass E. 1 ' The sca:le of assessment :upon the several classes of land is 

i:t~:ihe ratio o£ five, four, three, two, and one; that is1 as often as five 

triills per acre are assessed against the land in "Class .A," four mills 

-per acre are asses~ed against "Class B," three mills against ·' 'OI.ass 

0/ ' two mills against " Crass D, " aJ?-d one mill agailist ''' Class E. " 
1J;pon comple·tion of the survey and plans and the &ssessing of benefits 

and damages, the Board a£ Viewers file.s its complete r,eport with the 

Oourt ;which. either accepts the· rep:o:rt a;nd ·sets a, day for a iliearing not 

lless than twenty days thereafter, or re£ers the report back to the View-
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.ers with :instructions to secure additional information. Notice of this 

hearing need be given by publica~ions only as heretofore indicated. 

Notice must be served upon any railroad companies which may be af

fected. .At this hearing any landowner may file objections in writing 

to the report of the Viewers, and· the Court will make such changes as · 

it feels are warranted. If the Court shall :find that the cost of con

structing the improvements, including damages, exceeds the benefits 

which will accrue, it dismisses the proceedings at the cost of the peti

tioners;. but if it :finds that the cost of construction and damages will 

not exceed the benefits, it approves the Viewers' report, and appoints 

a ''Board of Drainage Commissioners'' composed of three persons who 

are elected by the landowners within the district. The ''Board of 

Drainage Commissioners" is charged with the administration of the 

district and becomes a body corporate possessed with powers such as 

usually ~re exercised by a corporation. From the findings of the Court, 

any landow-ner may appeal within ten days. The right of appeal also 

extends to railroad companies. 

In order that there may be a complete record, the Clerk of the 

Superior Court is required to keep a "Drainage Record" showing 

each step in the proceedings. 

Upon their organization the Commissioners appoint a competent 

person as superintendent of construction, who must furnish a ten thou

sand dollar bond to the Commissioners. 

The law provides that the construction of the improvements be by 

contract: the Commissioners being required to give notice by publica

tion for two consecutive weeks in some newspaper published in the 

county wherein the improvements are to be constructed and in such 

other publications as they may deem advisable, of the amount of work 

to be done and the time and place of letting the work. ' The work is 

awarded to the lowest bidder who must enter into a contract with the 

Commissioners and give a bond equal to 25 per cent of the estimated 

cost of the work awarded him. The superintendent of construction is 

required to make monthly estimates of the work performed by the 
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contraetor· and· to check it againstthe=spec'ificatio:tis. If he· approve the 

work the Commissioners direct ~that an order for 90 per cent' of the 
completed workbe 'drawn in favor of. the ·contractor;- Before the work 

is accepte-d as complete, it is the duty of the Superintendent to check 

it carefully tif se~ 'that it complies With tlie --specifications. If a con

tfacfor fail to complete hiS contract, action may he had against him 

and his bond to recover such damages as may have been sus~ained. 

!W1len any drains cross public highways, the cost of building all 

new bridges across such drains must be paid by the county. Any ben
efits· conferred "Q-pon-suc}l highways are assessed against it. To such 

a$S~~snierits' t'l;t~ 1~o:~r.d- df, ·c<i±nmis~ioners o:f:':Roa(J: atid:' Revenues, or' if 
,,. 1'·;· .•• ·\·,';. ~ .:·-~ ... '~.·-~ .• '-o'-\~~.;-.·;.::'_"; ·~·\_.,.~·--~ ·?~,·:·_:_.:,-> ~- -.·.·-,'":' :_· .. , ·.·:.1 ·' ." •. _, .. -::; 1 ' -·· · •. -

there be no such Board, the Ordinary of the county ill which the road 

is located, may fi:ie objections the san1e as landoWners. Whenever the 

drainage improvements will cross the right-of-way of any railroad 
company, notice :rrnist be sent to the coTitpai1y or its agentS informing 

tlikm o'f:a; d~te when orfrcials ·of t'he district Will meet 'them at the place 
. . ' .. _.::. ': 'i.!·: .... _.:·t~i·.l;.:·.···'.'i:;.'·'>l:,··'~:??~: :·: .; ;.-<..:~?:. . ' ·.· 

where the ditch or drain may cross the":right~o:f;;way;'"f()r the pui':[H)Se 

o:f: :agree1ng on the· piiiee and' lliannef· i:n/whicli?'' ;s:£i:c11Jimp:rovements 

shall cross. In case no agreement can be reached, then ilhe 'district's 

officials determine the place and manner of crossing arid tlie":dafuages, 

if any, which the railroad company may suffer. The cost of building 
riew bridgei:;'()f (jf ~nlarglhg and strengthening existing'bridges and 

culverts are not to be considered as daniages to the railroatf companies. 

Benefits which may accrue to the railroad, by affording better drain
ilge·or better outlets, are assessed against the company at a'ruxed sum. 

When construction is undertaken the railroad compa:ny must be noti

fied of the tirne the contractor wil~ be ready to construct ditches across 

the'rig:&ts-of-way, at ~hich time it must remove its ties, rails and other 

obstructions, so that the excavatio:ri may proceed. _Failure on the part 
o:E' the railroad to i•emove such. obstructio:ris subjects it to a penalty of 

$25 :for eaeh day of delay. For expenses incurred in such 'removal. 

the'railr·o'ad company is entitled to compensation by·thedistriet, though 

it must pay for the cost of excavation. 
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When the drainage system is completed, it becomes the duty of the 

Board of Drainage Commissioners to keep it in repair. For this pur

pose they are authorized to levy additional assessments in the same 

manner and proportion as the original assessments. However, if any 

repairs become necessary due to negligence on the part of owners 

through whose lands the improvements extend, such owners are held 

liable for the cost of making the required repairs. .Any person dam

aging or obstructing any improvement becomes liable to a fine. 

Any person assessed for the cost of construction has the right to use 

the ditch or drain as an outlet for lateral drains from his land. If his 

lands are separated from the outlet ditch by the lands of another, he 

has the right to cross the lands of such other party for the purpose of 

reaching the outlet ditch . 

.A.fter the lands are classified according to benefits, as previously 

provided, and the classification approved by the Court, the Drainage 

Commissioners prepare an assessment ron, giving a description of all, 

the lands, the names of the owners, and the assessment made against 

each tract. The total of these assessments represents all costs, in

cluding damages awarded, less assessments made against railr_oads. 

If the total cost shall average less than twenty-five cents per acre 

on all land in the district, the assessment made against each tract is 

payable in one instalment; but if the assessment exceeds twenty-five 

cents per acre, the Drainage Commissioners may give notice by publi

cation for three weeks, as heretofore provided1 that they intend to issue 

bonds. Such notice must indicate· the amount of bonds, the rate of 

interest the bonds will bear, and when the same are payable.. The in

terests on bonds will be additional to all other costs and must be borne 

by the landowners. Those not wishing to pay this interest can escape 

by paying their assessments in full to the County Treasurer within 

thirty days after the notice has been published. .A.fter the thir.ty days 

have expired the Commissioners may sell bonds, for not less than par, 

to the amount of the unpaid assessments, together with interest there

on, cost of collection and other incidental expenses, These bonds, 
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which bear six per cent interest payable. annu~:~:lly, ·are· paid in ten equal . . . 
instalments, the :first instalment falling due three years after date of is

sue and one instalment during each of the next nine· years. In districts 
' 

where the total bond issue does not exceed fifty thousand dollars, the 

D:ra::inage Commissioners may :fux the· rate of interest at not to exceed 

eigl:lt:P,§lr ~e~t per annum. After bonds are issued the unpaid assess

ments become a lien or tax, second only to State and county taxes, 

upon the lands against which .they are assessed. These taxes are col

lected by the sa:m,e officers as collect State and county taxes. If they 

ar~e· not paid when due, and if such def:ault continue :Eor ·siX months, 

the .. ho!.d,e:t'S
1 

o+ the . boJ:l:~S n:u~:y bring a. su,it. to e:n}:Q:r.~e ~1.:\E(i,:t' c,q:Uection. 
If the officers of tlie district :fail to ~nior.ce collE}ction, the bob. d. holders 

may bring suit against them or their official 'bo:nd. 

In case an assessment aP:P:I'9V:ed by the Court is reduced by the Su
perior Court, the Commissioners have authority to change or· modify 

tJ:;r;e .. original as~essrnents s9 a~: to comply with the Court's order. To 

~~~~~ide 1:Ep;r ·I:Ji~-~~~;:d¢nGit which.:may resrilt, ·the Commissioners can ma~e . 
~ ''"•":· ··-· .. :--

anbtheJ;;,assessmen~.,but such relevy must be made on tb:e basis of .the ·' >>'.:~-~~'-}~~- :·:~_-· ·,~_·' : ~ ~~.--.... <" -~-\.' , .... -~ ·' i ::; ; ·,, . . 

original_ -a$Sess!Ilents. 
~-· ,<.r· : •. ' .- • • '- • • • 

. )11:qe.rate::; o~ co;rnp~Jf.s.atiq:n and the. fees ~llow.e,d fo:r .. ser"Vices ren-
~-:c- ,,,,~,. '>•'' .,.·,) ·' \• <b•-,. r••··~ •"' .• •, '~! ., '.o'•/,.- ·.''•':~•.' >-li·l' ; • '• ·.•'• 

dered the district are fixed by the law, except in cases of engineer and 

attor11eY,,. whel:e they are. ~e<:l by the Commissioners .. 

Provision is made for co-operation with any departments of the 

United States Government . 

.Any person appointed under the l~w may be removed upon peti

tion to the Court showing corruption, negligence of duties, or other 

goo.d and satisfactory causes. 
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APPENDIX 

Amendments to the State Drainage Law1 

The following amendments have been made to the State Drainage 

Law since its passage by the Legislature in 1911 : 

' 
AN ACT 

To amend an Act providing for a system of drainage and .re

claiming the wet, swamp and overflowed lands of the State, approved · 

August 19, 1911, by authorizing a higher rate of interest on bonds 

in certain cases; authorizing and requiring the validation of bonds, 

issued under said Act in all cases requiring the cost of building new 

bridges thereunder to be paid for by the county, and for other pur

poses. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assemb~y of the State of 

Georgia, and it is hereby enacted. by authority of tht; same, That an 

Act providing a system for draining and reclaiming the wet, swamp 

and overflowed lands of the State, approved August 19, 1911, be so 

amended that where bonds heretofore and hereafter issued there

under do not in any case exceed the sum of twenty thousand dollars, 

that the rate of interest thereof may be fixed by the Board of Drain

age Commission at not more than eight per cent per annum. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That said Act be also amended so 

that whenever bonds heretofore and hereafter issued thereunder in 

any case, that the same shall be validated as other bonds are now re

quired to b·e validated under the provisions of existing laws of this 

State. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That said Act be also further 

amended so that the cost of building all new bridges thereunder shall 

be borne and paid for by the county. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That all laws and parts of laws in 

conflict with this· Act be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Approved, August 16, 1913. 

IThe State Drainage Law passed by the Legislature in 1911, will be found 
as the Appendix to Bulletin No. 25, Drainage Investigations in Georgia, issued 
by the State Geological Survey. 
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AN AC.T 

To amend an Act approved _August 19, 1911, providing for a 

system of reclaiming the wet, swamp and overflowed lands by pro

viding that the Tax Collector nor County Treasurer, or the equiv

alent officer, shall receive no commission out of said drainage fund, for 

performing the duties imposed upon them in said Act, and to amend 

Section 1, of the amendm.ent to said Act, approved August 16, 1913, 

authorizing a higher rate of interest on bonds in certain cases; au

thorizing and.requiring'the validation of bonds, issued under said Act 

in all cases requiring the cost of building new bridges thereunder to 

be paid for by the county by striking the WOt'dS ''Twenty Thousand'' 

and inserting in lieu thereof the words ''Fifty Thousand'' wherever 

found. in said Section 1, and for other purposes. 

Section 1. .Be it enacted. by the Ge~eral_Assem~ly of the State of 

Georgia, and it is. hereby enacted by authority of. the same, that the 

A:et of 1911 providing a system for the re~laim~g. co(the wet, s:wamp 

and overfiowedlands of the State, be so amended as to _add a new sec

tion to the drainage Act as passed in 1911, by adding ··the following 

Section 41. That the Tax Collector nor the County Treasurer or: the 

·equivalent officer shall receive .no commission for handling the Drain

:age Flind ner for performing any auty imposed upon him in said 

·drainage ~ct approved August 19; 1911. 

Sec. 2. . Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that Sec

tion 1 (1) of the amendment thereto, approved August 16, 1913~ be, 

.and the same hereby is amended by striking therefrom the words· 

"''Twenty Thousand'' and iRserting in lieu thereof the words ''Fifty 

'Thousand'' wherever found in said Section 1, so that said section, 

-when so amended will read as foUows : Section 1. Be it enacted by 

the General Assembly of the State .of Georgia, ~nd it is hereby enaeted 

by the authority of the same: that an .Act providing the reclaiming the 

wet, swamp and ·overflowed lands of the State appr.oved .August 19, 

1911, be so amended that where bonds heretofore or hereafter issued 
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thereunder do not, in ari.y case exceed the sum of Fifty Thousand Dol

lars, that the rate of interest thereof may be fixed by the Board of 

Drainage Commission at not more than eight per cent per annum. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted by authority aforesaid, That all laws 

and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are hereby repealed. 

App;roved August 21, 1917. 
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N 

Newton County, wet and over-
flowed land of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88 

Page 
0 

Ocklockonee River . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 
Ocmulgee River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Oconee County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Wet and overflowed land of . . 88 
Oconee River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Office of Public Roads and Ru-

ral Engineering ... 1,28,31,36,39,41,42 
Oglethorpe County, wet and 

overflowed land of . . . . . . . . . . 8 9 

p 

Paulding County, wet and 
overflowed land of . . . . . . . . . . 9 0 

Phillips-, J. V., cited .......... 26,39,44 
Physiographic divisions of Geor- · 

gia ........................... 2 
Physiography of Georgia . . . . . . 2-4 
Pickens County, wet and over-

flowed land of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 0 
Piedmont Plateau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Drainage ..................... 4 10-32 
Drainage problem . . . . . . . . . . . '13-14 
Drainage projects . . . . . . . . . . . . 26-32 
Topography, geology, agricul-

ture ........... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 6 
Pierce County, wet and over-

flowed land of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 
Pike County, wet and overflowed 

land of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 
Piney fiat woods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,33 
Polk County, wet and overflowed 

land of .. .. . .. . . . . .. .. .. . .. .. .91 
Pulaski County, wet and over-

flowed land of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 2 
Putnam County, wet and over-

flowed land of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 

Q 

Quitman County, wet and over-
flowed land of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 

R 

Rabun County, rainfall ....... . 
Wet and overflowed land of .. 

Rainfall, comparison of Coastal 
Plain, table ................. . 
Of Georgia .................. . 
Of Georgia, table .......... .. 

Randolph County, wet and over-
flowed land of ............. . 

Richmond County, wet and over-
flowed land of ............. . 

Ridge terrace ................. . 
Rockdale County, wet and over-

flowed land of ............. . 
Rose Creek, drainage district .. 
Run-off, Coastal Plain ....... . 

Piedmont Plateau ........... . 

s 
St. George, rainfall .....•...... 
Satilla River ................. . 
Savannah River ............... . 
Schley County, wet and over-

flowed land of ............... . 
Screven County, wet and over-

flowed land of ............. . 
Sedimentation ................ . 
Silting ........................ . 
Soil erosion, see Erosion. 

7 ,9,10 
94 

37,38 
7-10 

8 

94 

95 
25 

95 
30-32 
36-37 

16 

9 
33 

4,11 

95 

96 
12-13 
12-13 
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Spalding County, wet and over-
flowed land of ................ . 

Spoil banks ................... . 
Stephens County, wet and over" 

flowed land of .............. . 
Stewart County, wet and over-

flowed land of ............... . 
Summary of land. in Georgia 

needing· draimi.ge ........... . 
Sumter ·County, wet and over-

flowed land· of • ; .•. , . · ........ . 
S,uwanee River ............... . 
Swamp lands, Coastal ·Plain ... . 

T 

Talbot County, wet and over-
flowed land of ............. . 

Taliaferro County, wet and over
flowed land of .....•.......... 

T;;~.l!a,poosa River ............. . 
Tattnal1 County, wet and over-

flowed land of ............... . 
Taylor County, wet . and over
.flo~ed land of •.. , , .........•• 

Telfair County, wet and over-
flowed land of ................ . 

Temperature of Georgia, table .. . 
Terrace, methods of ......... . 
Terrell County, wet and over· 

Page 

9'7 
22 

9'7 

9'7 

108 

98 
113 

34-36 

98 

98 
5 

98 

98 

99 
6 

24·25 

flowed land of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 
Thomas County, wet and over-

flowed land of .... ~ ·. . . . . . . . . . 99. 
Tidal marsh land . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 '7 
Tift .County, wet and ov.er-

fl:owed land. df . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . 9'9 
Ti-le drainage; .. '.'·• •• ,:~,·:.f,',.;{,,•, .. ;. ·1:1:;~5 
T6ornbs Gouri-tv, wet ancr over~ 

flowed Ia,nd of .. ' ... , ..... : . 9.9 
Tdpograp1:J,y of Coastal: Plain.. 32:33 
Towms County, wet and over-

flowed land of . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. 100 
Troup County, wet and over-

flowed land of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
Turner County, wet and over-

flowed land of .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . 100 
Twiggs· County, wet and over-

flowed land of .. ~........... 101 

u 

Underdrainage ............... . 
Union County, wet and over

flowed land ·of •................ 
United States Bureau of Soils .. 
United States Department· of 

AgricUlture, see Office of Pub
lic Roads 8;nd Rural Engineer
ing. 

Upson County, wet and .over-. 
flowed land of ............. . 

w 

Wal:ker County, wet and over-

Page 

1,1'7 

101 
44 

102 

flowed land of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 
Walton County ..•.... , . . . . . . . . . 2'7 

Wet and overflowed land of.. 103 
Ware County, wet and over-

flowed land of .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 103 
Warren Cpunty, wet and over-
. ·fioweQ.. Ia,nu of., ......... .-.... 104 

. Washington County, wet and 
overflowed land of . . . . . . . . . . 104 

Wayne County, wet a,nd over-
flowed la:rrd of .. .. .. .. . .. .. . 104 

Webster County, wet and over-
flowed land of ..... ; .... , .. .. .. 105 

wet and, overflowed land of 
Georgia· . , .... ,: ................ 44-108 

Wet grazing land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 '7 
Wheel:er .Qounty, wet and over-

,;t'l,qwed lari.d of . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 105 
Whi'te• Dourity,. wet and over-

fii:rwed lana ot .. • .. . .. .. . .. . 1o5 
Whitfield. . 'Counf.Y; wet and 

overflowed 'land of ......... ;... 106 
Wile0x •county····wet arrd'· over-

flowed land ~f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 
Wilkes . County, wet and over-

flowed land of . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 106 
Wilkinson County, wet and over-

flowed land of 10'7 
Worth county, ;,;et ·~~a··~:.;.~;. 

flowed l:and of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10'7 


